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Program of Study 

 

My program of study is a Doctor of Philosophy in Education with an interest in decolonizing education. 

The outline for this research proposal evolved from the original work I completed during my master’s 

degree. My thesis research question asks: “How can privileging the Mi’kmaw voice and practicing 

Indigenous allyship support the decolonization of colonial narratives?” This study will focus on the 

L’nu/Mi’kmaw Peoples of Atlantic Canada and their traditional unceded territory Mi’kma’ki.  

 

I began the doctoral program in July 2017. All of my course work is completed, and I am currently 

working on my portfolio with an anticipated defense in February 2019. My goal is to defend my thesis 

proposal late spring of 2019 and subsequently begin the formal research process for my doctoral 

dissertation. Dr. James Sharpe, Associate Professor at Mount Saint Vincent University, who supervised 

my most recent master’s degree, has offered to stay on as supervisor for my doctoral studies. 

 

This work will incorporate and practice several Indigenous methodologies, the first of which is the 

Indigenous methodology as outlined by Jo-ann Archibald’s (2008), Principles of Indigenous Storywork: 

Educating the Heart, Mind, Body and Spirit. This methodological approach establishes Indigenous 

storywork as a pedagogical tool to build relationships between Indigenous and non-Indigenous Peoples 

and supports socially just learning across all levels of education. Archibald’s (2008) Indigenous 

storywork principles include: respect, reverence, responsibility, reciprocity, interrelatedness, holism, and 

synergy. This program of study is connected to “relationship as methodology” as defined by Linda 

Tuhwai Smith (2013) in Decolonizing Methodologies: Research and Indigenous Peoples. Relationship, 

in the context of decolonizing colonial history, is a type of Indigenous methodology which is based on 

Indigenous allyship which fosters friendships between Indigenous Peoples and others for the purpose of 

supporting socially just interests. Finally, this research project will use the Indigenous methodology of 

Two-Eyed Seeing (Etuaptmumk) created by Albert Marshall in 2004. This guiding principle gives 

structure to our research by integrating Indigenous and mainstream research frameworks. This 

Indigenous research methodology is a type of Mi’kmaw epistemology that celebrates an integrative co-

learning journey between the Mi’kmaw Peoples and others. 

 

One major output of this research project is a proposed book co-created by myself and a local Mi’kmaw 

Elder. The book will be a history of Lunenburg County that privileges the Mi’kmaw voice in describing 

who they are as a people. Drawing on lived experiences, Mi’kmaw oral traditions, personal interviews, 

document analysis, and archeological evidence, readers will be presented with the significant 

connections that the Mi’kmaq have had to this place for many millennia. The book will also re-story the 

history of colonization of Lunenburg County from a Mi’kmaw perspective and will comment on the 

present-day relationship of the Mi’kmaw and settlers in the area.  

 

In order to achieve excellence for this manuscript, we will listen to valuable stories told by Elders and 

other knowledge-keepers regarding the Mi’kmaw’s holistic connections to the land. An example of this 

is a chapter that is told by a Mi’kmaw Elder archeologist on the relationship that the Mi’kmaq have as it 

relates to the importance of the rivers, bays and oceans as key transportation routes and natural elements 

that supported Mi’kmaw life. Another chapter will be devoted to understanding the significance and 

meaning of local Mi’kmaw place names and how these words and concepts are tied to the Mi’kmaq and 

their connection to the land.  

 

A second project that demonstrates both the feasibility and potential contribution of this proposed 

research is my involvement with the Mahone Bay Museum in Mahone Bay, Nova Scotia, Canada. Since 
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the conception of Canada as a European settler nation, much time and energy has been spent on 

positioning this as the dominant historical narrative at the expense of the original people’s history, 

culture and heritage. The museum aims to change how history is traditionally represented and is 

honouring the voices of the Mi’kmaw Peoples and their right to tell their stories about their history in 

Mahone Bay and surrounding region. 

 

I have been fortunate to be invited to be part of a volunteer collaborative committee of Mi’kmaw 

members and non-Mi’kmaw associate members. We have been tasked with exploring the Mi’kmaw 

approaches to decolonizing settler ideology that exists in the museum and co-create Mi’kmaw history in 

a way that privileges their voices. Part of my responsibility has been to connect the museum with the 

local Mi’kmaw community to build relationships and foster the co-creation of knowledge. I have also 

shared with museum staff my journey of becoming an Indigenous ally, so they can understand how to 

build this important relationship. As well, I am assisting the museum in researching historical Mi’kmaw 

and settlers’ versions of Eurocentric narratives.  

 

This Mi’kmaw community-based endeavour prioritizes the understanding of settler historical narratives 

of Lunenburg County from a Mi’kmaw perspective. The ultimate purpose of the museum’s change in 

museological practice is to instill a sense of reverence, respect and reciprocity for museum visitors as 

they begin to understand the preservation, interpretation, and celebration of Mi’kmaw local history, 

culture and knowledge-based systems. 

 

The third element of my research journey is that I have begun co-presenting at various peer reviewed 

academic conferences throughout Canada with a Mi’kmaw Elder who has taught me about traditional 

Mi’kmaw knowledge-based systems and world views. By practicing Indigenous allyship and 

Archibald’s (2008) storywork principles our relationship emphasizes the mutuality of giving and 

receiving knowledge. An important part of our work is acknowledging this Elder’s scholarly 

contribution in post-secondary academic settings. By working together in this format, this important 

Mi’kmaw knowledge-keeper is given a voice which is then given priority and respect. Our work 

together is an example of some progress towards indigenization and decolonization of education.   

 

Following the work of Indigenous scholar Marie Battiste (2013), this program of study’s overall 

objective is to provide a basis for educational reform that synergistically combines Mi’kmaw and 

Eurocentric epistemology, ontology, methodology, and axiology. While privileging the Mi’kmaw voice, 

this unique style of research draws on both Indigenous and non-Indigenous communities to become 

actively involved in an emancipatory approach to education.  

 

The mandate for this study is directly linked to the Truth and Reconciliation Commission: Calls to 

Action (Government of Canada, 2018) which asks all government bodies to collaboratively work with 

Survivors, Indigenous Peoples and educators to “Make age-appropriate curriculum on residential 

schools, Treaties, and Aboriginal Peoples’ historical and contemporary contributions to Canada a 

mandatory educational requirement.” As well, this research aligns with the Nova Scotia Department of 

Education and its plans for the development of Nova Scotia Treaty Education. This endeavour requests 

that all Nova Scotians must be responsible for learning about their shared history of Mi’kma’ki with the 

Mi’kmaq.  

 

Ultimately this program of study understands that decolonization and indigenization include Indigenous 

Peoples and settlers working in solidarity which privileges the voice of Indigenous Peoples, such as the 

Mi’kmaq. The hope is that transformative education that produces constructive social change. 

 



  

                                          Page 3 of 6 

Bibliography 

 

Absolon, K. E. K. (2011). How We Come to Know. Halifax, NS: Fernwood. 

 

Anderson, F. (2007). Crucible of war: The Seven Years' War and the fate of empire in British North 

America, 1754-1766. New York, NY: Vintage Books. 

 

Archibald, J. A. (2008). Indigenous storywork: Educating the heart, mind, body, and spirit. Vancouver, 

BC: UBC Press. 

 

Bartlett, C., Marshall, M., & Marshall, A. (2012). Two-eyed seeing and other lessons learned within a 

co-learning journey of bringing together indigenous and mainstream knowledges and ways of 

knowing. Journal of Environmental Studies and Sciences, 2(4), 331-340. 

 

Battiste, M. A. (Ed.). (2016). Visioning a Mi'kmaw Humanities: Indigenizing the Academy. Sydney, 

NS:Cape Breton University Press. 

 

Battiste, M. (2016). Living treaties: Narrating Mi’kmaw treaty relations. Sydney, NS: CBU Press 

 

Battiste, M. (2013). Decolonizing education: Nourishing the learning spirit. Saskatoon, SK: Purich 

Publishing Ltd. 

 

Bernard, E., & Battiste, M. (1999). Mi’kmaw timeline. Retrieved from https://www.cbu.ca/indigenous-

affairs/unamaki-college/mikmaq-resource-centre/miscellany/mikmaw-timeline/   

 

Bell, W.P. (1990). Foreign Protestants and the Settlement of Nova Scotia. Fredericton, NB: Acadiensis 

Press. 

 

Bishop, A. (2006). Becoming an ally: Breaking the cycle of oppression in people. London: Zed Books. 

 

Boyd, J. (2004). Racism: Whose problem? Strategies for understanding and confronting racism in our 

communities. Halifax, NS: Metro Coalition for a Non-Racist Society.  

 

Bryant, R. (2014). Imaginary lines: Transcending the St. Croix legacy in the northeast 

borderlands. Journal of the Native American and Indigenous Studies Association, 1(1), 49-64. 

 

Conroy, B. (2016). Nta’tugwaqanminen. Black Point, NS: Fernwood Publishing.  

 

Des Brisay, M. B. (1980). History of the County of Lunenburg. Toronto, ON: William Briggs. 

 

Dion, S., Johnston, K., & Rice, C. M. (2010). Decolonizing our schools: Aboriginal education in the 

Toronto District School Board. Retrieved from 

http://www.tdsb.on.ca/Search.aspx?Search=decolonizing%20our%20schools 

 

Ellis, C., Adams, T. E., & Bochner, A. P. (2011). Autoethnography: An overview. Forum Qualitative 

Sozial forschung/Forum: Qualitative Social Research, 12(1), Art. 10. Retrieved from 

http://www.qualitative-research.net/index.php/fqs/article/view/1589/3095 

 

Freire, P. (2000). Pedagogy of the oppressed. New York, NY: Bloomsbury Academic. 



  

                                          Page 4 of 6 

 

Green, J. A., & Green, J. (2007). Making space for indigenous feminism. London: Zed Books. 

 

Grenier, J. (2014). The far reaches of empire: War in Nova Scotia, 1710–1760. Norman, OK:  

University of Oklahoma Press. 

 

Government of Canada. (2018). Delivering on truth and reconciliation commission: Calls to  

 

action. Retrieved from:  

 

https://www.aadncaandc.gc.ca/eng/1524494530110/1524494579700Hamilton, W. B. 

(1996). Place  

 

Howes, D., & Classen, C. (2017). Canadian icon. Retrieved from http://canadianicon.org/about-the-

author/ 

 

Indigenous and Northern Affairs Canada. (2016). Treaty texts - 1752 Peace and Friendship Treaty. 

Retrieved from https://www.aadnc-aandc.gc.ca/eng/1100100029040/1100100029041 

 

Iseke-Barnes, J. M. (2008). Pedagogies for decolonizing. Canadian Journal of Native Education, 31(1), 

123. 

 

Jacobs, M. D. (2011). White mother to a dark race: Settler colonialism, maternalism, and the removal of 

Indigenous children in the American west and Australia, 1880-1940. Lincoln, NE: University of 

Nebraska Press. 

 

Jonah, A. M. L. (2010). Unequal transitions: Two Métis women in eighteenth-century Île 

Royale. French Colonial History, 11(1), 109-129. Retrieved from 

https://muse.jhu.edu/article/376118/pdf 

 

Julian, G. (2013). Presentation to UN special rapporteur: Speaking notes. Mi’kmaw  

Rights Initiative. Retrieved from http://mikmaqrights.com/uploads/UNPresentation.pdf 

 

Kovach, M. (2010). Conversation method in Indigenous research. First Peoples Child & Family 

Review, 5(1), 40-48. 

 

Kovach, M. (2010). Indigenous methodologies: Characteristics, conversations, and contexts. University 

of Toronto Press. 

 

Lange, E. A. (2013). Interrogating transformative learning: Canadian contributions. In T. Nesbit, S. 

Brigham, N. Taber, & T. Gibb (Eds.). Building on critical traditions: Adult education and 

learning in Canada. (pp. 107-118). Toronto, ON: Thompson Education Publishing. 

 

LaRocque, E. (2011). When the other is me: Native resistance discourse, 1850-1990. Winnipeg, MN: 

University of Manitoba Press. 

 

Layton, L. G. (2003). A passion for survival. Halifax, NS: Nimbus Publishing Ltd. 

 



  

                                          Page 5 of 6 

Lonetree, A. (2012). Decolonizing museums: Representing Native America in national and tribal 

museums. University of North Carolina Press. 

 

Lowman, E. B., & Barker, A. J. (2015). Settler: Identity and colonialism in 21st century Canada. 

Halifax, NS: Fernwood Publishing. 

 

Marshall, A. (2004). Two-eyed seeing. Retrieved from 

http://www.integrativescience.ca/Principles/TwoEyedSeeing/ 

 

Marshall, D. (2011). Heroes of the Acadian Resistance: The Story of Joseph Beausoleil Broussard and 

Pierre II Surette 1702-176. Halifax, NS: Formac Publishing Company Limited.  

 

Marston, D. (2002). The French-Indian war 1754-1760. New York, NY: Osprey Publishing Inc. 

 

Paul, D. (2008). First Nations history: We were not the savages. Halifax, NS: Fernwood Publishing. 

 

Peters, M. (2016). A respectable solution to the Indian problem: Canadian genocidal intent, non-

physical conceptions of destruction and the Nova Scotia Mi’kmaq 1867-1969 (Bachelor’s 

http://history.acadiau.ca/tl_files/sites/history/Documents/Mercedes%20Peters.pdf 

 

Plank, G. (2003). An unsettled conquest: The British campaign against the peoples of Acadia. 

Philadelphia, PA: University of Pennsylvania Press.  

 

Regan, P. (2010). Unsettling the settler within. Vancouver, BC: UBC Press. 

 

Reid, J. (2004). Pax Britannica or pax indigena? Planter Nova Scotia (1760-1782) and competing 

strategies of pacification. Canadian Historical Review, 85(4), 669-692. 

 

Reid, J. G. (2005). How wide is the Atlantic Ocean? Not wide enough! Acadiensis, 34(2), 81-87. 

 

Reid, J. G. (2009a). Empire, the Maritime colonies, and the supplanting of Mi'kma'ki/Wulstukwik. 

1780-1820. Acadiensis, 38(2), 78-97. 

 

Reid, J. G. (2009b). Nova Scotia: A pocket history. Black Point, NS: Fernwood Publishing. 

 

Renton, B. (2016). Town of Lunenburg. Retrieved from http://www.explorelunenburg.ca/lunenburg-

academy.html 

 

Said, E. W. (2012). Culture and imperialism. New York: Vintage. 

 

Silver, J. (Ed.). (2014). Moving forward, giving back: Transformative Aboriginal adult  

education. Halifax, NS: Fernwood Publishing. 

 

Sinclair, R. (2007). Identity lost and found: Lessons from the sixties scoop. First Peoples Child & 

Family Review, 3(1), 65-82. 

 

Slotkin, R. (1973). Regeneration though violence: The mythology of the American frontier, 1600-1860. 

Middletown, CT: Wesleyan University Press. 

 



  

                                          Page 6 of 6 

Slotkin, R. (1992). Gunfighter nation: The myth of the frontier in twentieth-century America. Norman, 

OK: University of Oklahoma Press. 

 

Smith, L. T. (1999). Decolonizing methodologies: Research and Indigenous Peoples. London, United 

Kingdom: Zed Books. 

   

Sullivan, S. (2014). Good white people: The problem with middle-class white anti-racism. Albany, NY: 

Suny Press. 

 

Tattrie, J. (2013). Cornwallis: The violent birth of Halifax. East Lawrencetown: Halifax, NS: 

Pottersfield Pres. 

 

Town of Lunenburg. (2016). Lunenburg – A brief history of its Acadian background when it was known 

as "Merliqueche". Retrieved from http://www.explorelunenburg.ca/interesting-facts.html 

 

United Nations. (2008). United Nations Declaration 

on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples Retrieved from: 

http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unpfii/documents/DRIPS_en.pdf 

 

Valaskakis, G. G. (2005). Indian country: Essays on contemporary Native culture. Waterloo, ON: 

Wilfrid Laurier University Press. 

 

Vowel, C. (2016). Indigenous writes: A guide to First Nations, Métis, and Inuit issues in Canada. 

Winnipeg, MN: Portage & Main Press. 

 

Wagmatcook First Nations. (2016). Wagmatcook traditional governance. Retrieved from 

http://www.wagmatcook.com/governance/ 

 

Whitehead, R. H. (2015). Ninishkamijinaqik/ancestral images: The Mi’kmaq in arts and photography. 

Halifax, NS: Nimbus Publishing. 

 

Wicken, W. C. (2012). The colonization of mi'kmaw memory and history, 1794-1928: The king v. 

gabriel sylliboy. Toronto ON: University of Toronto Press. 

 

Wicken, C. W. (2002). Mi’kmaq treaties on trial: History, land, and Donald Marshall Junior. Toronto, 

ON: University of Toronto Press.  

 

Wilson, S. (2008). Research is ceremony: Indigenous research methods. Black Point, NS: Fernwood 

Publishing. 

Younging, G. (2018). Elements of Indigenous Style: A Guide for Writing by and about Indigenous 

Peoples. Edmonton, AB: Brush Education. 

 

 

 

 


	Archibald, J. A. (2008). Indigenous storywork: Educating the heart, mind, body, and spirit. Vancouver, BC: UBC Press.
	Conroy, B. (2016). Nta’tugwaqanminen. Black Point, NS: Fernwood Publishing.
	Jacobs, M. D. (2011). White mother to a dark race: Settler colonialism, maternalism, and the removal of Indigenous children in the American west and Australia, 1880-1940. Lincoln, NE: University of Nebraska Press.
	Lowman, E. B., & Barker, A. J. (2015). Settler: Identity and colonialism in 21st century Canada. Halifax, NS: Fernwood Publishing.
	Whitehead, R. H. (2015). Ninishkamijinaqik/ancestral images: The Mi’kmaq in arts and photography. Halifax, NS: Nimbus Publishing.

